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1. For your information/ 


jnents to be made. (1) by Department of Defense/Zevening April 28 


• • ” . ‘ ; ' ' " . /I ‘ 

■ * * 

or morning April 2 9 (Washington time ) ; and (2) by MAC/ V sub- 


sequent to DOD. statement < --- • 


2. Following. is approved text of statement to be issued by 
DOD in response to any inquiry generated, by GVN announcement: 

r * ■ I 

4 * ■ : •• , ■ , i 

"The Government of the Republic of Vietnam has announced 

in Saigon that its forces currently are conducting operations 

* ‘ * » , 
v ' ■ . » , 

in the Parrot’s Beak area along the Cambodian border. The 

of Vietnam. 

Government/ has stated the purpose of these ooerations 


t >■ l /* t, SV ^ 4 • . , w ^4 if 1 #* 


is to destroy an extensive complex of North Vietnamese and Viet 


■*Im * ' ‘4 4 ' 


Cong bases and depots' in Cambodian territory, barely thirty-five 


miles from Saigon. 
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These bases and ^depots have posed an increasing threat to 
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the security of free world forces in South Vietnam as a result * 

of increased enemy activities in Cambodia and along the Cambodian 
South Vietnamese borders • 

"The United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 

* • ' , 

(MACV) in response to the request of the Government of Vietnam 

’ ' f 

» . . ■ • . * I 

is prepared to provide support^ This' support will take the j 

. * ' ... ' l> 

form of advisors, tactical air, air coordinators, medical 

♦ , * * , , 

* * # 1 . . ' . ■ • 

evacuation, and some logistics assistance. 

"Before the RVNAF launched, its current operations on the 

Cambodian border, .the, United States Government was fully 

consulted. The determination was made that the action is a 

necessary and effective measure to save American arid other 1 
, % • * * * * • * • | ‘ • 

free world liyes and to strengthen the Vietnamizat ion program; 

' • ' ' Wi lli l. 

3. Following , is approved tejct for MACV whichj^iaxxfei^be issued 


only after DOD statement has been published: . • , ; 

. * . : 1 • ‘ ■ i 

"In response to the request of the Government of the Republic 


of Vietnam,, advisors, air, logistics, medical and 

* * ’ • l 
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artillery support, as required, is being provided by COMUSMACV 

to the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces (RVNAF) operating in 

*1 . • ° . 

counter-attacks against North Vietnamese Army and Viet Cong 

* * ' . " m * 

forces deployed in the Parrot* s Beak area of Cambodia- just across 
the border from the Republic of Vietnam. 

"Such support in the formTbf helicopters, artillery and 

* ' i . . . , . ( 

tactical air was provided initially by the RVNAF. 

’’Supplementary support' to help save the lives of Free 


World Forces 


was 


requested by the GVN from U . S . sources. ; 


• . • • • - . * * 4 . ■ ■ , . 

"Authority to provide the requested supplementary support 

y ■ • * .. .» •/ * i ♦ ■ t * ■ ■ 4 , 
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was given in Washington as announced in a statement there. 11 " v 
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CLEARANCES: 


4. White House instructions emphasize that U. S. statements •** 
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are to be rigidly adhered to allow for no additional cdmmeng/or : I ! 


wh ^evjevT./'Z/x, - "■ ; 

speculation/^ Also, the order of issuance outlined above must be 


followed. ■ 
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